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Lavandula angustifolia “The English” 

   Lavandula angustifolia ‘Super Blue’ This is a versatile garden perennial that should be con-   
sidered a workhorse in the field of lavenders.  It often is a continual bloomer throughout the season and can be used 
for a wide variety of uses and not just relegated to a corner of the herb garden. The flowers and green-gray leaves 
provide mid-summer color and contrast to the perennial border front, rock garden, herb garden or scented garden. 
Can be particularly effective when massed. Also effective as an edger or low hedge in some areas. Fragrant flowers 
may be dried and used in sachets and potpourris. Originated in the Netherlands in 2005. Grows 15” to 20”. 

   Lavandula angustifolia ‘Elizabeth’ This is another fairly new introduction Large dark lavender-   
flowerheads, longer than most typical angustifolia (English) varieties, are produced on strong, medium length stems 
in summer. Robust evergreen silvery foliage. Wonderful as a hedge or specimen. Flowers are very fragrant and make 
excellent stems for cutting and pot potpourri. Grows to 2 feet.  Blooms once but totally worth it! 

     Lavandula angustifolia ‘French Fields’ One of the first bloomers of the season, ‘French 
Fields’ is a seeded variety that originated somewhere in the Mediterranean.  This plant is another almost continuous 
bloomer, especially when it is young.  The plant grows 24’-30’ and has an open and airy yet upright habit.  The color 
of the dried bundles and buds appear French blue which makes this lavender rather unique. 

 



Lavandula angustifolia ‘Opal Rain’ was discovered as a sport just a couple of years ago on a Lavender farm 
in Oregon.  Andy Van Hevelingen who has taken charge of its cultivation and in 2019 was used as a fundraising plant to 
give money back to the Oregon Food Bank.  ‘Opal Rain’ is a compact grower, 18-20 inches tops when in full bloom and 
fully mature.  It has powdery pink flowers and possesses a softly sweet fragrance.  Once again, this is a pink lavender 
highly touted for culinary use. 

 

Lavandula x intermedia “The French” 

 

 
Lavandula x intermedia ‘Seal’ Highly aromatic and free flowering, ‘Seal’ with it’s 
abundant, long and graceful violet-blue flower spikes rising high over the bush’s foliage 
on long stems measuring 12-15 inches long.  ‘Seal has a lovely soft and sweet fragrance 
that is long lasting which makes this variety a favorite for flower arrangement and 
crafts.  It is one of the last bloomers of the season and makes wonderful lavender 

wands.  ‘Seal’ is one of the largest lavendins out there and can reach 3.5 to just about 4 feet when fully mature 
and in full bloom. 
 
 

 

 

 

 Lavandula x intermedia ‘Gros Bleu’ Perhaps the deepest purple color of the lavendins, this 
beauty is an ideal candidate for fresh or dried bouquets—don’t waste this one hidden behind 
the ribbon of a lavender wand. It bears large flower heads, sometimes as long a s 4 inches, 

flaunting the color of L.a. ‘Hidcote Blue’. ‘Gros Bleu’ may not be the most prolific of the lavendins out there, but it’s 
graceful, upright and “airiness” appearance make it a showpiece in the garden borders either as a hedge or better still, 
as a specimen plant. 

 



      Lavandula x intermedia ‘Riverina Thomas’ A fairly new lavandin introduction from England and 
favored by the Royal Horticultural Society to be an excellent choice as a pollinator plant.  The parent plant of Riverina 
Thomas is L. x int ‘Seal and an unnamed angustifolia which gives this lavandin thick, deep purple spikes and a softer and 
sweeter fragrance than other lavandins making the oil it produces highly prized.  It’s a large, prolific plant with a bit of a 
splaying or open appearance and considered one of the best for hedging.   

 

 

 

 

 

Lavandula x chaytorae (another hybrid variety) 
Known for their silvery white and velvety foliage. 

 

    Lavandula x chaytorae ‘Ana Luisa’   A tightly compact, upright and large plant that displays a 
multitude of large, fluffy flower spikes on top of 12-14” stems.  The flowers are a dusty blue to medium purple.  The 
visual impact of this plant when in bloom is spectacular as it is one of the most prolific bloomers out in my gardens.  
Chaytoraes are also prized for their fragrance and oil production. This plant is one of the largest growers in this species, 
reaching a height of 36 to 42 inches. Originating in Oregon at the Van Hevelingen Herb Nursery in 1998 and reliably 
hardy in zones 6-10. The flower color is a dark purple that really pops against the silver foliage. Sports a stem length of 

about 25 inches so space plants a minimum of 36 inches apart. 

 



   Lavandula x chaytorae ‘Lisa Marie’  This variety originated from Boonville, California in 
1991 at the Kenneth R Montgomery Anderson Valley Nursery. The flowers on ‘Lisa Marie’ are dark blue about 10 
inch stems. Mature plant height is around 30 inches so space 30 - 36 inches between plants.  I love these especially 
silvery flower spikes that open into an ocean blue color and turn magenta in the sun.   

 

  Lavandula x chaytorae ‘Silver Frost’ a.k.a. ‘Kathleen Elizabeth’ originated in 1991 from Van 
Hevelingen Herb Nursery in Newburg, Oregon. Blooming once in early summer with a flower color of violet on 12” -14”  
stems. Mature plant height is 36 - 48 inches hardy in zones 7 - 10. Very soft silver foliage year-round which is why it is 
also known as Silver Frost. Space 48 inches between plants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Other lavender varieties that deserve an honorable mention. 

(Perhaps, take a little time this winter and research them for your own 
garden this coming summer season.) 

Lavandula angustifolia 

1. ‘French Perfume’ (Dark purple and the fragrance is awesome. Very hard to propagate!) 
2. ‘Coconut Ice’ (one of the darkest pinks out there and a very petite plant) 
3. ‘Midnight Dreams by Flower Kisser’ (Beautiful dark variety introduced by Wayside Gardens) 
4. ‘Big Time Blue’ (Another totally awesome introduction by Wayside Gardens as a concept plant.) 

 

Lavandula x intermedia 

1. ‘Jaubert’ This beauty is a sport of ‘Seal’.  It is beautifully tall and lanky with the spikes showing off an almost 
spiral appearance with pink blossoms here and there.  

2. ‘Grey Lady’ (She’s an oldie but a very good, goodie. This plant is very tall and prolific with a heady fragrance.  
Fabulous for lavender wands and bouquets, border and hedges.  Reaches 3.5 feet when fully mature and in full 
bloom. 

3. ‘Sussex’ Another’ “heirloomer” that originated in Sussex Gardens in England.  Not a whole lot of fragrance but 
the spike is a pinky-purple opalescent color. 

 

Lavandula x chaytorae 

1. Sawyer’s Early (Also known as ‘Quicksilver’. Small and not as prolific as the rest of his cousins but the fragrance 
is totally worth it.) 

2. Richard Gray (Found in the Kew Royal Botanic Gardens.  He’s prolific, low growing and seems to spread 
sideways instead of growing tall.) 

3. ‘Joan Head’ (Another beauty—small but prolific with showy spikes.) 

Credits:  

The Genus Lavandula, by Tim Upson & Susyn Andrews, Timber Press, 2004 

The Lavender Lover’s Handbook, by Sarah Berringer Bader, Timber Press, 2012 

Lavender, The Grower’s Guide, by Virginia McNaughton, 2000 

Wayward Winds Lavender Farm, Oregon 

www.rhs.org.uk 

Andy VanHevelingen Herb Nursery, Oregon 

Pictures provided by Blooming Hill Lavender Farm, Cyndie Rinek, Virginia unless otherwise noted. 

Author’s Note:  Lavender is a highly adaptable plant that grows differently in many countries and places in the world, including in our own gardens.  The findings 
here are the thoughts and opinions of Cyndie Rinek.  You may find that these varieties may take on a slightly different appearance in your own gardens.  This may 
be why there are so many different varieties cataloged—over 450 varieties in almost 50 different species within the genus of Lavandula. 

Contact Cyndie at: bloominghillva@gmail.com   Visit: www.bloominghillva.com    OR, just stop by����!     
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